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1. This opinion contains indications relating lo tho lollmving Hen^s: 



0 Sax fvk). I Basis of the opmlon 
0 Box Wo. II Pi^;>rity 

□ Box No- IJj Non^{3£tab?lsKman! of apinbn with regard to novelty, invanlfvo stop and Inouslrial applicability 

□ Box No. l\f Lack of unity ol mvontbn 

El E3ox No, V Reasonod slatonnem undef Rub 43Ws..1 (Ei)(i) with regard to novelty, tnvenWve stap of Induslrmf 
sppllcabilily; tllatbus and o); plan a lions supporting such staiamcnt 

□ Box No, VI Certain documents cited 

□ Box No. Vri Certain dofscts in \h& InternfttbnHl hppncajlbn 

□ Box No. VMI Cedalft ob-ser^'atlons on the InSornalkintiJ apptlcat^an 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a damoml for Inlernnlionn! proltmlnary oxamfnalion is made* this opinion v/lJI usually be con£idi?rod to fao a 
wrfllsn opinion of the InlernaliorTa! Piallminary Examlmng Authority ("IPEA") However, thb does not apply wlitsfo 
the appf leant ctioosos an AuShonty other tlian this ona lo b© th8 If^EA anti the chosen IPIrA has nalifed Ihe- 
Inlernatlomil Bureau undor Rub 65 lb/s(b) that written optnlofis of this International Seafchlng AuJhortly 
wrJI not bo so cons! fed. 

li Ihis opinion Is, as provided above, considered \q bs 3 wriUon cprnlo^i of the IPEA, th^ applicant Is Invited to 
submll to the IPEA a written r^ply togethgr, wharo appropfiate» witii amendments, befora the explretian of threo 
months from Ihe date of malSng ot rorm PCUSf\/B20 or balty.B the 9xpiratlon of 22 months from the priority date, 
whichever expires lafer 

FoT (urthor options, suo Form PCT^SAfi20,, 

3. For furthor deUlls, see noles to Form 
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Box Mg i Basfs of the opinion 

1 - With regard lo Ihe language, (his opinion has been established on the basis of itie intomalronal applrcaijon in 

language in which ii was Held, unless otherwise Indicated under this item. 

D This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from Iho original lancjuage into Uie loilowing 
language , which Is iha tanQtiage ol a translation furntehed for the purposes of internattonal seardi 

(under Rirlos 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2 Will) regard to any nucleotide and.br amino add sequence di^otoseci in the inlernalional application and 
necessary to ihe cialmed invcniton, Jhis opimon has been established on ilio basis of: 

3. type of matenal: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ tabie(B) related to ilie sequence listing 
b, formal ol material: 

□ In written formal 

□ in compurer readabte iorm 
0^ thne of fifing^lurnishmg: 

□ comained in the international applicalian as filed. 

□ filed iogeiher with the Inlernaliona! flpplicalion in computer readable form 

□ furnished subsequently to this Autliority for tho pur|>oses ol search, 

3D In addition, tn tho case thai more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andbr table relating Iherelo 
has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the iniornialion in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to ihal In the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 

appropriale, were furnished- 

A . Adciliional comincnls: 
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Box Mo. I( Priority ^ ^ 

t 13 The foirowing document has not been tumlshed: 

El copy of the earlier appllcalron wliose priarily has boon c»aimocf {Rtilo 43£)fe.i and 667(a)} 

n tmnslaifon of the earlier application whose priorily has been claimed (Rule AZbis 1 66.7(b)) 

Consequently {( has not been possible to conskJer iho vaMlly ol llie priority cfaim This opinion has 
nevertheless boon established on the assumption that the relevant date is Iho claimed priority dale, 

;?. O This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 
has been found [nvalld {Rules 43W5,1 and 64.1)- Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
filing dale indicated above is considered to be the relevant date 

3. Addillonat observations, if necessary: 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bte*1(aK0 with regard to novelty, Inventive step or 
industfial applicability; citations and explanatTons supporting such statement 

1 Stalemonl 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


5^1 5,2 22,24-29 




No: 


Claims 


1^-1,1 6 W3»30 


Invonllve step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


9.10 




No: 


Claims 


1-8,11-30 


IrKiustrfal applfcabiiity (lA) 


Yes: 


Ciaims 


1-30 




Mo: 


Claims 





2. Citations and expfanatlons 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V, 

1 The following documenls are mentioned in the ISR: 

D1 : US4 626237 A(GALLOWAYJRJIMMIEG)2Decemberl986{l986-12-02) 
02 : EP 1 352 679 A (COOPER CAMERON CORP) 15 October 2003 (2003-10'15) 
D3 : US 5 248 421 A (ROBERTSON GLEN A) 28 September 1993 (1993-09-28) 



2, INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) POT, because the 
subjecl-matter of cialm 1 is not new ]n the sense of Article 33(2) PCT 
Docunnent D1 discloses (cf. fig, 1) a separator device for separating a fluid in its 
constituents using centrifugal and/or gravitational forces and characterized by having a 
feed nozzies for discharging the fluid inside the separation vessel located on a central 
pipe and connected to curved tubes, which direct the feed first radially and than 
tangentially with respect to the central axis of the vessel. The thus separated phases are 
collected at different levels by similarly shaped tubes inside the separator vessel and 
than sent outside the vessel after passing the central pipe located on the vessel's axis. 



3. DEPENDENT CLAIMS 

3. 1 Dependent claims 2-4, 16-20, 23, 30 do not contain any features which» in comblnaiion 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT In 
respect of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). 

3.2 The combination of the features of dependent claims 5-8, 11-15, 21, 22, 24-29 are not 
known from the available prior art (Art. 33(2) PCT), 

Their features, however^ do not seem to introduce subject- matter acceptable under Art. 
33(3) POT since they refer to technical solutions which come within the scope of the 
customary engineering practice followed by persons skilled In the art, especially as the 
advantages thus achieved can readily be foreseen. 

3.3 The combination of the features of dependent claims 9 and 10 is neither known from, 
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nor rendered obvious by, the available prior arl By discharging the heavy phases from 
holes located on the hellcoi), belter gravity settlement of the different phases within the 
vessel can be achieved. Thus an improvement vs, the separation performance of 
separation devices having moving parts {e,g. D1) can be achieved. 

4. The reference to patent literature indicated on page 1 of the description does not seem 
to be correct. 
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